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The Theban government was firmly based on landed
property. The landed gentleman, even the yeoman farmer,
was respectable, but the artisan or trader (as at Thespiai)
was not, and it was one of the necessary qualifications for
holding office in Thebes that one should have taken no part
in trade for at least ten years.1 The land itself was, for
Greece, green and well-watered—the pastureland of the
useful Boiotian cavalry, the only efficient Greek mounted
troops outside Ionia and Thessaly. On this social, ethical,
and economic basis, Thebes formed on the whole a very
stable community, with an army that was to tame both the
Athenian ^and the Spartan in the days of their pride. One
feature of this army calls for mention—the Sacred Band.
This corps was also called the Charioteers and Chariot-
warriors—Knights and Squires, one might paraphrase—
and the archaic name presumably indicates an early origin
for the regiment.2 In the classical age, like the " Horsemen "
who fought round the King of Sparta, they fought on foot.
Each pair, each " knight and squire", were sworn and
devoted friends and comrades in arms, who were expected
to, and did, hold each other's life as their own, and prefer
to die rather than willingly give ground before their
friend's eyes. There were 300 of these young soldiers at
any time, who volunteered and trained to fight in the fore-
most ranks and to occupy any post of special peril. These
bore the brunt of the attack at Delion and at Leuktra, and
in other great Theban battles. Their last fight was against
Philip of Macedon at Chaironeia, where the whole of them
perished in their ranks to the last man.3
1 Ar. Politics, 1278a.
8 D.S. xii, 70 (on Delion, 424 b.c.). Plutarch (Pelopidas, 18) describes
it as first formed by Gorgidas, about 878. Diodoros is quite equal to making
a mistake but, if so, whence the name i)wo#ot /ecu
8 Plut., loc. cit. (the whole chapter).

